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Proposal to Change Semester Schedules for Elementary and High Schools
Schlichter presented proposals to transition elementary schools to a trimester grading schedule and to shift
the high school schedule so that first semester ends before winter break.
According to Schlichter, for elementary schools, the advantages of trimesters would include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provides a larger block of time at the beginning of the school year for students to acclimate to their
class/grade/schedule before testing and grading for the first report card
Increases the opportunity for more meaningful conversations at parent/teacher conferences
More time for teachers and parents to identify areas of concern and work on improving these areas
Fewer marking periods allows longer periods of time to collect data for report cards
Midterms are more informative with a larger block of time following report cards
Fewer report cards reduces the amount of testing which allows for more instruction.

Under the proposal, the 2015-2016 trimester calendar would be as follows:
•
•
•

Trimester 1: Ending November 13
Trimester 2: Ending March 4
Trimester 3: Ending June 10.

The high school proposal would move the end of first semester to before winter break. A major advantage of
doing so would be allowing students to finish final exams before leaving for winter break. Schlichter said a
committee of three teachers and five administrators studied several other options, including moving final
exams to before winter break but leaving the grading semester break unchanged. However, it was decided
that changing the semester was the best option, as it allows the grading period to end at the same time the
summative exam is given for that subject matter. The move would cause unbalanced semesters, with second
semester being approximately two weeks longer than first. However, Schlichter reported that the school
improvement team felt that this variance could be managed within curriculum and pacing guides.
The Board will vote on the proposals at its next regular meeting, March 19.
Proposal to Add Four Honors Courses at HHS
The Board heard a proposal to add four honors courses for next year at HHS:
•
•
•
•

Spanish 2 Honors (formerly Spanish 2-9)
Spanish 3 Honors (formerly Spanish 3-10)
Spanish 4 Honors (formerly Spanish 4-11)
Principles of Engineering (New Course, STEM Academy, Project Lead the Way)

The three proposed Spanish Honors courses currently exist as leveled courses and form a pre-AP sequence,
with a higher degree of rigor than the regular Spanish courses, though the honors weighting is not currently
applied. Under the current structure, students may opt to be placed into the more rigorous courses, but do
not receive weighted grades despite the elevated rigor of the course. The proposed change would apply
honors weighting to these pre-AP sequence courses, which culminate in AP Spanish as a capstone class.
Principles of Engineering is contained in the Project Lead the Way sequence and is part of the STEM
Academy, thus making it eligible for honors credit.
The Board will vote on the proposal at its next meeting.
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Girl Scouts Recognize Board and District
Local Girl Scouts Troop 470 took time during the public
comment period to thank the Board and the District for
their ongoing support of the troop, for which the District
provides meeting space. As part of their thank you, the
scouts presented each Board member with a box of
cookies, which were graciously accepted.
Pending Actions
In addition, at its next Regular Meeting March 19 the Board will vote whether to approve:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moving forward with the posting of Tier 1 staff positions for next year
Purchase orders at $186,549.72; Imprest checks at $142,050.19; and disbursements issued at
$6,922,635.22
The elimination of all extra contract days outside of the standard 182 days
Authorization for the Administration to expend up to $25,000 to include emergency repairs for HVAC
equipment emergency, as well as repairs due to a sprinkler system failure
Change Orders to trade contractor's contracts for the HHS Additions and renovations, as presented in
the letter from Lamp Inc., dated February 24, 2015, in an accumulative amount of $37,253
Minutes of the Board’s February 19, 2015, Regular Meeting
The designation of Board Member Paul Troy as the authorized agent of the Board of Education to sign
approval of natural gas and electricity procurement contracts until the January 2016 Board meeting.

Informational Updates
The Board heard informational updates on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Monthly activities of Fiscal Services and Human Resources Departments
Revenue and Expenditures Report
2015-2016 E-Rate Projects and Contracts
Dashboards and foundational support for the District's 5-year Plan, FY15 - FY19
A first draft of the Fiscal Year 2016 budget
The budget and work progress of the Huntley High School Renovations and Expansion project, which
is progressing on time and under budget.

Learn more about the Board of Education and review schedules, agendas,
minutes, and live streams of meetings at www.district158.org/boe.
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